Be Doers of the Word Not Just Hearers

Through out everyone’s life, we are presented with many different opportunities to be
lights to others, to take the moral high road in the sight of our Lord. We go through life
and subconsciously make choices to do or not do based on our beliefs, the positive and
or negative effects those decisions have on those around us. In our training to be one

of God'’s children, we are shown how we should model our life that must include

righteous actions, the foundation for our salvation, His acceptance for our entry into

eternal life.

Titus 2:6-10 Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded. 7 In all things
shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness,
gravity, sincerity, 8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of
the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you. 9 Exhort
servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well in all
things; not answering again; 10 Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that

they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.

Mt 7:21-29 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord," shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
22 "Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done
many wonders in Your name?' 23 "And then | will declare to them, 'l
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!" 24
"Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, | will
liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 "and the
rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 "But
everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will
be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 "and the rain
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” 28 And so it was, when Jesus
had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His
teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes.

As a faithful believer, life’s end goal focuses on attaining entrance into the
Kingdom of God. Without a life of “the doing” of His work, God will more than
likely say, “I never knew you, depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” The only
way we can be part of that reward lies in being doers of the word, not just
hearers. The man that hears and carries out obedience to His laws becomes
the man who builds his house of faith on the rock. This is in contrast to the man
who only hears the Word, who builds his house of faith on sand. The people
who hear what the Lord tells them to do and actually comply will be rewarded.
While the people who say they will follow God’s ways but are not actively doers
of the words they preach are hypocrites, having fallen away from our Lord into a
spiritual death. How profoundly sad, having given up on the gift of eternal life!



Mt 12:46-50 While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His
mother and brothers stood outside, seeking to speak with Him. 47
Then one said to Him, "Look, Your mother and Your brothers are
standing outside, seeking to speak with You." 48 But He answered
and said to the one who told Him, "Who is My mother and who are My
brothers?" 49 And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and
said, "Here are My mother and My brothers! 50 "For whoever does the
will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother."

Luke 8:19-21 Then His mother and brothers came to Him, and could
not approach Him because of the crowd. 20 And it was told Him by
some, who said, "Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside,
desiring to see You." 21 But He answered and said to them, "My
mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it."

Christ in the above verses is talking about not only his mother, brothers/sisters that our
carnal minds can comprehend, but is concurrently alluding to His spiritual family. He
states that any one that will do the will of the Lord actualizes his or her relationship to

Christ as a literal brother, sister, mother, for all those of such faith will share the
kingdom of heaven with Him and his Father forever.

James 1:19-27 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not
produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness
and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted
word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his
natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and
immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks
into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful
hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.
26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his
tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless. 27
Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit
orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted
from the world.

Romans 2:1-16 Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you
are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn
yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. 2 But we know
that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who
practice such things. 3 And do you think this, O man, you who judge
those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape
the judgment of God? 4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness,
forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God
leads you to repentance? 5 But in accordance with your hardness and
your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day
of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who "will
render to each one according to his deeds": 7 eternal life to those who



by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and
immortality; 8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the
truth, but obey unrighteousness--indignation and wrath, 9 tribulation
and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and
also of the Greek; 10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who
works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For
there is no partiality with God. 12 For as many as have sinned without
law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law
will be judged by the law 13 (for not the hearers of the law are just in
the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified; 14 for when
Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law,
these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 15 who
show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also
bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or
else excusing them) 16 in the day when God will judge the secrets of
men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.

The wrath of God falls upon them that commit evil. He will see every man made
accountable as the result of his deeds. The reward of evil is tribulations and anguish,
but the reward of them that do good is glory, honor, and peace. The people that just
hear the word will not be made justified (corrected, or up righted). Only the people living
the word through their actions will be justified. As an example: Originally, the gentiles

did not have the law given to them but nonetheless innately obeyed what the law said.
Their behavior evidenced the works of the law found within their hearts, their
conscience already congruent to lawful righteousness.

You will know them by their works

1 John 3:4-10 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin
is lawlessness. 5 And you know that He was manifested to take away
our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 6 Whoever abides in Him does not
sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 7 Little
children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is
righteous, just as He is righteous. 8 He who sins is of the devil, for the
devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God

was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 9
Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in
him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. 10 In this

the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever
does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not
love his brother. Mt 7:15-20 "Beware of false prophets, who come to
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. "You

will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thorn bushes
or figs from thistles? "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a
bad tree bears bad fruit. "A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a

bad tree bear good fruit. "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire." Therefore by their fruits you will know

them.

We are not to be deceived by men. We must discern if a person’s deeds (works) are
godly or not. People of God will not be doing evil works. This observation is a reliable



standard of discernment. “The good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree
bringeth forth evil fruit. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.”

Rev 22:6-15 Then he said to me, "These words are faithful and true."
And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to show His
servants the things which must shortly take place. 7 "Behold, | am
coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of
this book." 8 Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when |
heard and saw, | fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who
showed me these things. 9 Then he said to me, "See that you do not
do that. For | am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets,
and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God." 10 And
he said to me, "Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for
the time is at hand. 11 "He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who
is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous
still; he who is holy, let him be holy still." 12 "And behold, | am coming
quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his
work. 13"l am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,
the First and the Last." 14 Blessed are those who do His
commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and
may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and
sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and
whoever loves and practices a lie.

Luke 11:28 But He said, "More than that, blessed are those who hear
the word of God and keep it!"

Proverb to ponder:

Prov 4:14-19 1 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the
way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. For
they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken

away, unless they cause some to fall. For they eat the bread of
wickedness, and drink the wine of violence. But the path of the just is as
the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day. The
way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble.
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